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niry- MM. R. Obfervator, the People 
- at London wonder very 
' much at our Sea- //anage- 


t, they fay the French Admiral, Pointe, is 
wizing in the North-Sess, and fome of them 
afraid of Mifchief from him: For the fake 
Oid Englend, good Sir, give us an Account 
the Il! Succeis of our Fleet. Our Good 
Gracious Queen Manages very well at 
p¢, and the Doke of Afarlborough gives good 


dnent of the Land Armies: But how comes 


ittle with the Braveft Ficet inthe World ? 
Ob. f muft tell you in che firft place,that I am 
bcontcary Opinion tothe People at London: 
fon’t think Pomme: is Crvizing, to the North- 
d; lrather believe he is gone North-about, 
i makes the beft of his way to the Aediter- 
ean, The prefent Pofture of the Affairs of 
mee feems to Mark ous the Streighis as a 
2 where the French Marine Force muft Af- 
ble: They are likely to do little Good any 
ere elie with their Shipping 5 and there, if 
prevented, they may do a great deal of 
conf 

The. Task you put upen me is as Juvidi- 
as Difficult ; every Body talks of the Ada- 
ement of the Fleet, and the Complaint hes 
mn lengthened out for 14 Years together to 
Parpole. - Zntereft and Gain, which has often 
Mtroyed whole Kingdoms, has been the Re- 
ato the Navy of England, For when Men 
t into Offices by Intereft and not by Aécrit, 
Serve Themfelyes and not their Country, you 
ay be fure they will never Fight themfelves 
of Bufinefs. When I look backwards into 
Management of the Englifh Navy, 1 can 
er find it under a becter Difciplise and Go- 
iment, never better Victnalled and Paid, 
hin the Reign of King Charies II. And yet 
t Lord High Admiral at thas Time had no 
itt Afliftance or Advice than from Mr. Pepys 
Rely Deceafed. You'd] fay in the Multitude 
Counfellors there is Wifdom ; but this will 
t hold good in Naval Affairs, efpecially in 
Wland, where the greateft Secrecy is requir'd, 
hich cannot: be expected in a Multitude of 
>unfellors ; and every one has his Fortune to 
fake, and his Friend to prefer; andif a Perfon 
advanced to a high Poft in the Navy, that 
‘Ignorant of the BufinefS, he'll prefer Perfons 
,. limtelf. This was the Practice in the late 
“ign, and when we fhall Weather this dan- 
Tous Point, God alone knows, 


| Gettainly ao Man could have with’d for a Per= | 





pot Of his Condud? and Integrity in the Ma sp 


Sea: Affairs to be Clouded, and that we do | 
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fon of more Jutegrity and Fuftice to Super-Intend 
our Naval Affairs than His Royal Highnefs, 
who is the Subjcé of every Honeft Mans efteem: 
But the Beft Artift in the Univerfe cannot 
make a finifhed and excellent piece of Work, 
without proper Tools; and I caf affare yon that 
{uch Tools are very hard.to be found in Eng- 
land. What avails it a Man of Learning and 
Parts to qualifie himfelf for the Service of his 
Country on the Ocean? If he has Knowledge 
enough to advife Weptune himfelf, if hé has no 
Intereft he fhall have no Preferment. How 
much does it look to our Nations difadvantage 
to have Men in Eminent Stations in the Navy, 
who have not fo much as an Idea, a Notion, 
a Thought of Naval Affairs? To have Men 
Super-intend the Building of our Floating 
Caftles, who know noz the Nature of any one 
part of the Management 2. To have Men ente 
ployed in the Vi&ualling, who qualifie them- 
felves for that Poff by Learning to Write 
their Names ; which is indeed a Poft for a Phi- 
lofopher bred to. the Sea. 

Now, Sir, let us ferioufly confider this Point 
as Engli{bmey and Chriftians, and fee how our 
Gracious Qiagen is ferv’d by fome People. If 
they want an Artificer to do any Work for 
Themfelves, they will not take one they know 
was never ufed to that Bufinefs , bus they’ll look 
out, and enquire, and fearch for a Skilful Aetep. 
Ought they not to do the fame by their Queen 
and Country? It was ever well with England 
when we had Men of Senfe and Knowledge in 
Eminent Stations; and tho’ the Nation paid 
dear enough for their Accomplifhments, yet 
we were fure always to have our Work Wel 
Done ; and this was the greateft Encouragement 
to Ingenuity,and by this Means we had alwaysa 
Stock of Knowing Perfons bre! up for the Service 
of their Cooney And this very Reafon does 
Plutarch give why Arts and Artifis flourithed 
in Alexanders time, Ut quibus-Teftem contigerit, 
Arbitrumque nancifct, cum acri ad aftimanda Ar- 
tium Specimina Fudicio, tum vero Suppedstantebus 
Opibus ad maxima quaque opera Pratia Autoribus 
ipfis pevfolvenda, they meeting with a Witnefs, 
an Able Judge, a Fudicious Head and Libera 
Hand, And we find it made gaod in all Ages, 
That "tis better to be Fortunate than Wife, to be 
Recommended by Men of Zdntereft rather than 
by Merit. 





| Plus etexim Fati valet Hora benigns 
Quam fi nos Veneris commendet Epiftola Matti. 


Bat methinks ia our Sea Affairs, and in Bu- 
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finefs fo nearly Relating to the Welfare of our 
Realm, we @nght to have the greateft Care, 


Er ploys. We matt sot make Men Admirals 


and that none are admitted to Commands bot — 
fuch as are Truly Qualify’d for their Refpective | 


in Hopes that they will Fight, but becaufe they bave — 


Fignt, we cannot affure oor. felves that they 
will take up a new Trade which is fo very ha- 
zardous. ifa Perfon has loft one fingle Ship 
thro’ Jgnorance or Cowardice, tis a very good 
Reafon why we fhould not Entruft him with a 
Squadron 7 
at London from our good Friends the Cevennots? 

Country-m, | thank God, every Poft brings 
us an Account of fome new advantage thote 
Brave men get over that French Tyrants Forces. 
And one of the News- Papers tells us, that a 
French Proteftant Count is arriv’d at Holand, 
with Propofals from thofe People co the States 
General ; which Propofals are faid to be fo very 
Advantageous, that,’tis thought the States will 
comply therewith. 

Obf. | make no Queftion but the States of 
Fiolland, who kave ever been Friends to. Liberty, 
and Exermmies to Oppreffion, will concur with a- 
ny Overtures made for the Publick Safety, and 
the Protefiant Jntercft. They'll make no Hefita- 
tions W/bether thofe People are Rebeis , nor indeed 
ne?d any Body. élfe tcruple the Caufe of the 
Cevennois, They are in Arms againft.a Thief, 
and a Robber, an Out- Law according to the Law 
of Nations, and tis every Bodies Bufinefs and 
Duty todeftroy hig. But whatever fome Peo- 
ple may thiok of the Proteftant Caufe in France , 
The Frexeh Tyrant himfelf never call’d the 





Proteftants Rebels, when in Atms againft him, 


till this Infurreétion : And if you read Davila’s 


Hiftory; all che Treaties entred upon betwixt 


them and the French King, were term’d Treaties 
betwixt the King and the Protefta And the 
Peace concluded was always term’d, 4 Peace 
betwixt the French King and bis Proteftant Sub- 
jets. You'll find, if the prefent Circumftances 
of the States General wi!l allow an Affiftance to 


the Cevennois, they will make no feruple of 


Confeience concerning the Rebellion, for they 
themfelves are but Provinces Revolted from the 


Spanifh Monarchy, and the Off-{pring of fuch as 


would not be Slaves. And tho’ the Englifh Na- 


tion had as true a Notion of Loyalty in the 


Reign of Queen Elfzabeth, as at any time fince ; 
yet her Miniftry (which was none of the mean- 


_ eft) Advifed her to Affifk the Dutch againft 


their Pretended Rightfol Monarch; which fhe 


did, and by that very Act made them a Power- 
fol State. | 


I know nothing of the Propofals that French 
Count has made to the States. But fuppofe 


the Dutch are to affift the Cevennois with a Squa- 


dron of Ships, Arms and Amunition for the 
Land Army, and the Cevennois do promife, 


in liea thereof, to give Ada’ feilles to the Dutch: 
The Covenants on both fides may be eafily per- 
formed: For if a Squidron of Ships Atcack tha 


place by Sea, and at che fame time the Cevennois 


Inveft ic by Land ; is cannot hold out but a lic- 
tle time, The Confeqvences hereof will be 


fougbt well ia the Service: If they never did | 
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Prithee, what News is there | 
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and the Proteftant Intereft. And they need | 

















great: Hereby the Cewennois have Po 
open to Sea; and a Potent Aily able on 
them. The Dutch by this means,» . 
get the Trade of the Cevennes, ther, 
Luwer- Languedots, and the Provinces at 
which are Fruistul of Vine-yarc's, ang , 
thé richeft Wines ot France, fo much wa, 
the Northers Kingdoms, and the Tog, 
Harbour of Aarfeilks being their 
ever, they fecure that Trade to Pofte;; 
ba but confider the effe@ of fuck an 
if accomplith’d, iv Relation to the Gene, 
fair of Europe. The Path in the Ce, 
Mark’d out by the Foot of Providence, ip 
Foorfteps it is Common Pradence to 7, 
By affifting thofe People, they. Touch Fr. 
the Senfible Part, they lay bis Country y, 
the Proteftants by Land, and tnterceps bieg 
ping in the Streigbts, which is the Theatre 
his Ships muff Act the Cataftropte of they 
Power of France. There isa Talk poy 
Oftend was to be Invefted by the Confede, 
than which nothing can be more Seafoy: 
that Town may be taken with little Bify 
and if once in Pofleflion of the Allies, i 
bea greater Detriment to Anjou and Leni 
the Lofs of two cr three In-eLand Proving 
France and Spain. To illuftrate the matter, 
Clearly: Suppofe the French at this time 
in Pofleffion of our Town and Garrify, 
Port{moutb, and all the Conveniences ¢ 
Harbour: What a mighty Perplexicy wo 
be to the Adjacent Counties, whofe p 
inftead of Tilling their Ground, and gathe 
in their Harveft, muft be upon continualDg 
in Arois to prevent the Excurfions df] 
Garrifon ? 
I have often wondred that our Money 
at London, who eftablifh New-Companie 
Collonies Abroad, have had no choughts ot 
king a Penny of the Cevennois by a Joint-Sta 
by which means they might ferve themfle 

























now fear being ferved {uch a Trick as the 
fons Bay Company was ferved at the Treaj 
of Ryfwick, : 


Yefterday was Publifhed 


A friendly Conference Between Mr. Smith, a Religi 
Gentleman. Sir Wi/liam, Sir Hinry, Sir Jemes,S 
Fohn, Sir Thomas, Members of a late Parliament. At 
—, «a Debauchée. O5cafioned by Her Majeftiess 
Proclamation againft Prephanefs and Immorality. Pre 
Stitch’d One Shilling. Sold by 7. How, at the Seven Stan 
Talbet-Cowre in Grace-Church-fireet , and by B. Bragg, att 
| Blew-Ball in Avema-y-Lane. 





Advertifements. 


Tre@tions for Venice Treatle Ports. Titles for 
geons Chefts: And Titles for Hungaria Water, 
Printed and Sold by 7. How, at the Seven Stars, io Tale 
Court, in Gracechurch Street. pom 
‘THe true Piéture of an Ancient Tory, in a Dialogue 4 
tween Vaffal a Tory, and Freeman a Whig. Pr 
Six pence: ; ial 
Nglands Corruptions and Mifmanagements, ies 
in a Dialogue berween Trueman and Lezien. | he 
forth the Vitious and Corrupt Praétices ot thol*, “y 
eadeavour to Enflave and Ruine this Nation, and Pub: rs | 
Exclaim againft fach worthy Patriots of the Howfe * | 
mons, aud others, who endeavour to Preferve the 
Price Six Pence, : cost 
Both Sold by # Hew, at the Seven Stars in Talbet- 
in Grace-Church freet. 
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London, Priated by ¥. cow, at the Seven Stars, in Talbot Court, in Grace- Chur ch-Strett 
and Sold by B. Bragg, at the Biew-Ball in Avemary-Lane, 1703. 








